Isaac P. had two children by his second wife one of whom a boy, aged 14, has albuminuria but no red cells or casts in the urine. Blood-pressure normal.
DTscSuion.-Dr. W. M. FELDMAN said the pedigree-tree suggested that the nephritis in this case behaved as a Mendelian dominant character. The first marriage, presumably DR X DR, resulted in several children with nephritis (theoretically the number of nephritics: the number of normal children should be 3: 1, due account being taken of the " probable error"). The second marriage, DR X RR should theoretically produce equal numbers of nephritic and normal children, when large numbers were considered. The probable error, however, might quite easily reduce the number of nephritic -children (in the small number in this particular mating) to zero, as was the case here.
Dr. PARKES WEBER said he thought that in such " nephritic families " one would expect to fiiid an occasional example of " renal rickets " or " renal infantilism," but he had not heard of any case supporting this expectation. (1) Albert, aged 18 years. Admitted to hospital in 1920 on account of large abdomen, which had been noted since earliest infancy. He was a full-term baby, weighing 9 lb.; normal delivery. No symptoms during infancy except occasional vomiting and, later, epistaxes. At age of 3 years appeared to be well developed, weighing 331 lb.; the abdomen was greatly distended by the enlarged liver, which reached to the umbilicus. No other physical signs of disease were found. He was readmitted six months later, on account of jaundice and vomiting of sudden onset, associated .with a single severe epistaxis and bile in the urine. The jaundice cleared rapidly. Since this time he has been in good general health, and has earned his living as an office-boy for the past four years. (approximately that of a normal boy of 10X); the boy appears well, but has a somewhat muddy complexion, though he is not jaundiced. He has the brevilinear proportions, small maxilla, and small nose of early childhood, and is completely infantile as regards genital development and secondary sexual characters. The abdomen is very prominent, and the smooth, firm, non-tender liver extends 22 cm. below the xiphisternum in the midline. Spleen not palpable.
(2) Olive, aged 14 years, has been quite well apart from retardation of growth and transient jaundice following tonsillitis at 18 months of age. She is good at games, and normal for age in school-work. At the age of 3i years she measured 30 in. (normal 36 in.). The abdomen has been large since birth. She has not menstruated. There have been no hypoglycaemic symptoms.
Present state.-Height 47 in. (normal for age 60 in.). Abdomen prominent, with firm, smooth liver extending to umbilicus. Spleen not palpable. Dentition considerably delayed, but appearance of centres of ossification within normal limits. Sella turcica normal. There are several small telangiectases on the face, and she has a muddy complexion similar to that of her brother whom she closely resembles. No secondary sexual characters have appeared.
(3) Alma, aged 11 years, has also been free from symptoms. She appears in every way more normal than Albert and Olive, and her retardation in growth is less marked. She is particularly good at games. Patient then had illness in her family, and was greatly overstrained till January 16, 1935, when another test was made. This showed an abnormal graph, and was considered as a warning against secondaries. None could be found at the time, although, of course, the beginnings may have -been missed. Soon afterwards the patient had some pain in the breast area, and a definite subcutaneous nodule was discovered on February 20.
The patient was put on to Todd's treatment. The first injection of 2 c.c. sulphur selenium colloid gave complete relief from pain, and this has not returned.
The case is shown chiefly for the purpose of demonstrating the rapidity with which selenium sometimes relieves pain in malignant disease, quite apart from X-ray treatment. Similar relief has been obtained in other cases. W. D., aged 18, has complained of " lumps in the skin " for two months and there has been some loss of weight. In February 1935, painless subcutaneous nodules appeared just below the xiphisternum. Similar nodules appeared in the following fortnight in various situations. In December 1934, he had had a severe cold and a similar crop of nodules had appeared; these were confined to the legs and disappeared in two or three weeks. He has not been abroad.
